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paddy fields showed that it would be profitable to raise a second crop by utilising electric energy for the purpose. Similarly, demonstrations in watering cocoanut gradens by electric pumping carried out in Parur showed that substantial saving could be effected in such agricultural operations. A scheme for irrigating an area of about 10,000 acres in North Travancore is being studied in detail now.
Apart from these demonstrations all reasonable aid in other directions is also rendered to would-be consumers for popularising the use of electricity. Proposals for the supply of electrical machinery on hire and hire purchase system to consumers were sanctioned by Government in September 1940 and the response from consumers in taking advantage of this scheme has been so great that within about 3 months purchase of electric motors totalling nearly 1,500 H. P. have been arranged.
Among the large consumers expected to be supplied in the near future, the Aluminium Production Company of India Ltd., Alwaye, deserves special mention. A satisfactory agreement was reached between Government and this Company towards July 1940 whereby Government have agreed to supply 4,500 K. W. of firm power from the middle of 1941 and 7,500 K. W. by the middle of 1944 for an Aluminium smelter plant to be installed near Alwaye. The Company will be requiring another block of power aggregating to a total of 14,000 K. W. for bringing their factory to its fullest output. Government have-agreed to make this block of power also available within one year after the Company begins to take 7,500 K. W. An agreement is also expected to be reached very shortly with the ,. Cochin Government for the supply of power for the entire requirements of that State. The demand from this source will' be/abojit 3,500 K.W.
! The agreement  with the Aluminium Production Co-,: has necessitated the full development of the P. H. E. scheme so as to bring the generation and transmission capacity to cope;; with their, large demand. This development will consist'>'c